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SUBJECT: MBPR NEGOTIATIONS: REPORT OF JUNE 7, 

1974 CONVERSATION WITH SOVIET 
MILITARY REP COL KAPITONOV 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF CONVERSATION BETWEEN US DEL OFFI- 
CER AND SOVIET MILITARY REP COL KAPITONOV WHICH WAS 
CIRCULATED BY US REP AT JUNE 17 AHG MEETING. 

BEGIN TEXT. 

1. IN A RECENT CONVERSATION WITH A US DELEGATION OFFICER, COL 
KAPITONOV 

MADE THE FOLLOWING REMARKS: 

A. WHEN US DEL OFF REFERRED TO AMBASSADOR KHLESTOV'S STATEMENT 
THAT PACT HELICOPTER UNITS IN THE REDUCTION AREA WERE IN ARMY AVIATION 
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AND THAT THIS WAS CONTRARY TO THE WESTERN VIEW, KAPITONOV SAID THAT 
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"OUR" HELICOPTERS HAD NEVER BEEN INTENDED TO BE PART OP THE AIR FORCES, 

BUT HAVE ALWAYS BEEN PART OF GROUND FORCES. HE DECLARED THAT THEY DID 
NOT JUST SUPPORT GROUND FORCES, BUT WERE CONSIDERED TO BE "ORGANIC" TO 

THE GROUND FORCES AND TOOK THEIR ORDERS DIRECTLY FROM GROUND FORCE 
COMMANDERS. ALL OF THE SUPPORT PERSONNEL OF THESE HELICOPTER UNITS 
WERE ALSO CONSIDERED PART OF THE GROUND FORCES, ALTHOUGH IT WAS 
SOMETIMES NECESSARY TO BASE THE HELICOPTER UNITS AT A MAJOR AIR 
FACILITY AND THUS, IN SOME CASES, THE UNITS WERE SUPPORTED BY AIR 
FORCE PERSONNEL. QUESTIONED ON THE UNIFORM OF PERSONNEL IN THESE 
HELICOPTER UNITS, KAPITONOV REPLIED THAT AS IN ALL COUNTRIES, PEOPLE 
WHO FLY LIKE TO DISTINGUISH THEMSELVES BY UNIFORM, AND SO PERSONNEL 
IN "OTIR "HELICOPTER UNITS HAVE CONTINUED TO WEAR BLUE UNIFORMS. 
NEVERTHELESS, THEY WERE PART OF THE GROUND FORCES. 

COMMENT: IN HIS USE OF TERM "OUR HELICOPTERS" KAPITONOV DID 
NOT SPECIFY WHETHER HE MEANT ALL PACT FORCES OR ONLY SOVIET UNITS, 

BUT THE IMPRESSION WAS THAT HE WAS REFERRING TO THE SOVIET FORCES. 

B. IN FURTHER RESPONSE, HE SAID THAT THERE ALSO WERE SME PACT 
HELICOPTERS WHICH WERE ORGANIC TO THE AIR FORCES, PERFORMING LIGHT 
LOGISTIC AND ADMINISTRATIVE AIRLIFT FUNCTIONS, BUT THAT THE OVER- 
WHELMING MAJORITY OF PACT HELICOPTERS IN THE REDUCTION AREA WERE IN 
GROUND FORCES. AT THIS POINT, KAPITONOV INTERJECTED IN A JOKING 
MANNER THAT NOW HE SUPPOSED NATO WOULD ADD HELICOPTER PERSONNEL TO 
ALLIED GROUND FORCE FIGURES, WHICH FIGURES ON THE PACT WERE ALREADY 
FAR TOO HIGH. 

END TEXTRESOR 
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